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ſolve the Doubting, to comfort. the Di 

. confolate, to build up the Saints in th lee 
Holy Faith, and likewiſe Eo] * 80 
management of Dieige, We ? - | 
_ what, ee and Parkg cs, . 


__ 


(17) 


ine Things, and who had Authority to 
each the People Knowledge and Virtue ? 


the ſecond Propoſition. 


U. that the Qualifications of thoſe to 
mom the Miniſtry of the Goſpel is to be 
bmmitted, muſt be ſeriouſly regarded: 
Office is Sacred, the Work is Impor- 


e put into it. The Neceſlity of 4 well 
wifed Miniſtry is apparent, and but 
ty are inſenſible of the miſchievous 


aly then ſpeak ſome what of the Qua- 
ations neceſſary to fit Men for the 
liniſtry. Now what theſe are, we may 


piſtles to Timothy and Titus. 


their Function, diligent in the perfor- 
nice of their Work; They muſt be Sober 
governing their Paſſions not ſoon 
0, no Strikers, | 
ntentious; but of ye” Behaviour 3 not 
oud, or motoſe, but affable and courtes 


/ 


* 


bijerſtition and Prophateſs, what Vice 
nd Immorality wou'd orefpread the. 
old, unleſs there were Perſons whoſe 
Mace oblig'd them to the ſtudy of Di- 


hope what has been ſaid on this Head 
c ſufficient 3, we ſhall proceed therefore 


nt; and therefore due heed ſhou'd be 
jen to-the Qualifications of thoſe, who. 


ſequences of the contrary : I need 


quartelſotti, or 


Sus; 


ther from what St. Paul writes in his 1 Hi 3. 
6 2. ad 8. 


Miniſters muſt 5 Blamneleſi. Vis gilant 7 7 1. 6; 


d 195 
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ous, chearful and grave, given to Hoſjj. 
tality, ready to relieve the Needy, accor. 
ding to their abilities, and apt 10 teach: 
They muſt be temperate, not given 1 
much Mine; neither covetows, nor greedy 
of filthy Lucre, nor inordinate Lovers gf 
the things of this World. They muſt be 
Jaſt, and Holy, ruling their own Familie 
well, having their Children and Servants 
in due ſubjeFion, behaving themſelves 
among them with all Gravity. The 
muſt have a good Report of them that ant 
without, leaſt they fall into Reproach; ane 
moſt not be Nowvices in Religion: Ray 
or Unexperienc'd in the Myfteries of thi 
Goſpel,” leaſt being puffed up with Pride 

reaſon of their Advancement to ſo 
publick and honourable an Office, the) 
fall into the Condemnation of the Devil 
I have not Time to enlarge on all the 
Particulars, and therefore ſhall conten 
my ſelf to inſiſt. on the Two mentione 
in my Text, ws. FAITHFULNESMI 
and an APTNESS to teach, The ſanitot! 
commit thou to Faithful Men, who ſhall ſelf, 
able to teach others, And here, ciſe 


I. God requires FALTHF ULNES 
in thoſe who are put intq this Sacre 
Office. This Faithfulneſs emplgys Pie 


in the Perſons, that they be truly Reli Mit 
ous themſelves; otherwiſe they will I ta 


8 

her be fit for this Spiritual Work, nor 
fithfol in the Performance of it. Can 
i be thought Men will prove faithful 
Miniſters of the New Teſtament, that are 
mregenerate, and unſanctißed? Will 
thoſe be faithful i in guiding others in the 
Way to Heaven, who neglect it them- 
ſelves? Will they faithfully inſtruct others 
in the holy Duties of a Chriſtian Life, 
who have no. Cordial Love to thoſe Du- | 
ties? Will they faithfully inculcate the 
Truths and Doctrines of the Goſ; pel, ihe 
mcious Promiſes and Invitations ma 

to encourage Sinners to Repentance, Faith 
nd Holineſs? Will they duly inculcate 
the dreadful Fhreatnings denounc'd a- 
pinſ the Ungodly and Impenitent, who 

o not ſeriouſly believe theſe things, and 
whoſe Hearts are not affected with a due 
enſe of 'em? 

Thoſe, who are to be Mi aiſters f in the 
Church of God, ſhou'd be Holy, ſhou'd 
have a fincere and fervent Love to God, 
tothe Souls of Men and to the Work it 


ok themſelves unto Godlineſs, they inuſt 7 
dot only be Pius, but eminently ſo, that 
they may. be. Examples to Believers, and 


Charity, in pert, in Faith, in Parity. 
Miniſters muſt be faithful to "God in the 
trattice of all the holy Duties of Chriſti- 
ET C Anity; 
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cif, Miniſters of the Goſpel muſt exer- 1. Ti 4 


o all Men, in Ward, in Converſation, 11 7: Tia, 
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Tix r. 9. gain ſaner. | Tis certainly of great Moment, 


he.) 


Anlty 5 For che ungodly Lives of thoſe i 
the Nini harden the Hearts of the 
Wicked in their evil Ways, and exceed. 
ingly grieve the Hearts of good Men. No. 
thing tends more to render this Sacred in- 
ſtitution contemptible and uſeleſs, thi 
the Vices of thoſe who miniſter in Hol 
Things. nh 

This Confideration wocpd make thoſe? 
whoſe Right it is to Ordain, careful 
that they commit the Mig ration of 
the Goſpel to none but ſuch as appent 
to them ſincerely Religious, from whoſe 
Picty they may rationally expect A faiths 
ful Piſcharge of this great Truſt. 

Once more, this ATTHPULNES 
alfo implies a ſtedfaſt "Adherence to th 
Truths of the Goſpel, 'a"'diſcreet "ah 
vigorous Oppoſing Kdo Opinions and 
Errors, which 9 the Simplieity and 
Purity of the Chriſtian, Doctrine: Hollisg 
faſt, as the Af poſtle expreſſes" it, the faik 
ful Word; 7550 they nag be able by Hein 
Doctrine, both to ex hori and” Mane th 


that Goſpe! Miniſters be found in thi 
Faith; for if their judgttnts ate cot 
| rupted with Notions contrary to Divine 
Truths, the Corruption wilt ſoon ſpread 

among the. People, and the Tares of un- 
wholſom Doctrine grow up! in the Church 
Thoſe therefore, who” are to hou! 

O 


cu oa 


"Cay 


W. 


Wie... 


To this 11 may add. a8 5201 TAE: 


eral Duties, 3 33 A, Piſci- 
fine. : But, Ot * 2 WOT EY 11 Fg 


11 
1 * 


* 9 
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ll. Ano "729 Guilification an in 
hoſe to whom the Miniſtration of the 
Goſpel; muff be committed, is an AP T- 
NESS to teach. They muſt not only 
be faithful Men, but apt 7 teach others” 
dſo. They: muſt. be $kill'd' in Divine 
Things, have, a diſtinct Knojledge of 
what | is fitting to be taught; they. muſt 
be Eminently Men of Knowledge, and un- 
trſtznd how to communicate it to thoſe 
woder their Care. A Perſan may be-a 
knowing, judicious, good Chriſtian, and 
Jet, n t. fic for this Work., Alas f. will-a 
common N Vieaſure' of Knowledge enable a 
Man to infori m the Ignorant, in all ne- 
effary points of, Chriſtiay Doctrine, ang 
ait? W Vill ente! him. to defend 
the Truth, ag gainſt ſubtil and learned. Au- 
tagoniſts, And to Teſolve* thoſe. difficult 
Caſes of Conſcience Mivilters,.. often 
5 net auf i vain to ee it, tis 
REY: | -certaih, 


| 14 : 2 


z conſcientious, Performance of all Mint | 


* e LE ag * * G WT I nen 
a Fe 8 in et oro; e * 
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1 Tim, 4. 


55 15. 


Kn) 
ertain, that both the publick and pri- 


vate Work of Miniſters 0 fr much h 
Knowledge, great Wiſdom, and Prudence. 
in the Management thereof x M 
And give me leave to tell you, that 11 
much induſtry and . Pains, a diligent fi 
ſtudying the Holy Scriptures, cloſe Me Arc 
ditations, and fervent Prayers, are neceſ me 
{ary for the attaining this nowledge ane 
Wiſdom. Theſe were ſo, when Miniſtg,;; 
of the Goſpe] had more large and im 
mediate Aſſiſtances from the Holy GhotWy; 
than any now-a-days can pretend unto; x the 
we may collect from St. Pauls Advice t Mi 
Timothy. Give attendance to Reading, i the 
Exhort ation, 10 Dock rine, meditate on theſ ent 
thingy, give thy ſelf wholly to them. So that r 
reading and ſtudying the Scriptures, ani; 
Meditation, was in thoſe extraordinani4, 
Times, neceſſary to prepare and enab e 
Men to teach and inſtruct others: Doubt pl 
leſs then, ſuch preparatory Studies aj. 
much more needful now. The IlluminW;, 
tions and Aids of the Holy Spirit, wer m 
never defign'd to encourage Men in th 
Neglect of the proper Means of Know at 
ledge. We can rationally ex ect the Hel 
of God only, in the Uſe of itting Mean: 
And if t eſe Things are thus; whallfy 

bit 


{hall we think of ſuch Lay-Preachers whi 
pretend, to, teach and 1 inſtru others it 
Matters tk * are "Igtorant 0 of a who pre 
| ITY tent 


C 
tend a due Underſtanding of the Bible, 
when they never ſtudied it? who if they 
were examin'd, can give no tolerable Ac- 
count of the Principles of Chriſtianity, 
hut have need that one teach them which be 
the firſt Principles of the Oracles of Gad. 
Are ſuch apt to teach? Are theſe Work- 
men that need not to be aſhamed ? Have 
theſe Skill to divide the Word of Truth 
right, and to give every one their Por- 
tion in due Seaſon? Are theſe fit for the 
Miniſterial Work, or to guide others in 
the Way of Salvation, and to teach the 
Myſteries of the Goſpel, who never us'd 
the proper Helps for the attaining ſuffici- 

ent Knowledge and Furniture 2 but da- 
ningly pre ſum'd on the extra ordinary A- 
fitance of the Holy Spirit, expecting He 
ſhould dictate and inſpire them, when they 
ou d think fit to talk to incautious E eo- 
ple: But ſuch extraqrdinary Aſſiſtance and 
Inſpiration God never promis d to conti- 
nue; neither is it need ful, fince we have 
the Will of God reveal'd in the Sacred 
Writings of the Old and New Teſtament, 
nor is it to be expected: The Notion ren- 
ders the Scriptures uſeleſs. I wiſh that 
{crions Chriſtians would think of this, 
when ſach Perſons offer them their unpro- 
table Service, and not encourage thoſe 
who are no Way qualified for the Work 
they pretend to, nor ſent of God. For can 


we 
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| What he don't well underſtand? 


_ vg, that conſiders the great Benefit Peo 
ple receive, by having the Scriptures tran- 


the falſe Gloſſes and corrupt Interpreta 
tions of Scripture; which Learned Her: 


* Doctrines, which ſuch Perſons ma) 


TONS Men might make the - Scriptures 


4 
„ 


1 
we think, that the Wiſe; the Holy Shep. 
herd of the Sheep. doth: ſend the” unf 
nifhed to feed his Flock, the i ignorant te 
teach his People Knowledge, or the un 
wile and imptucent to rule and govem 
his Church? 

A clear Knowledge of Divine Thing 
is neceſſary to make a Man apt to teach 
For how can a Perſon inſtruct athers in 


May I add, that as ſuch a Knowledge 
i neceſſary, ſo what is call'd Humane 
Learning is very conducive to the attain 
ing it. Indeed the Spirit of God can 
teach, can furniſh a Man without ſuck 
Helps, but that is not to be expected 
and Experience ſhews, how ſingularly 
uſeful Literature is to holy Men, in thei 
Preparations for the Miniſtry. Who car 
queſtion the Uſefulneſs of Humane Learn 


ſlated into their Mother: Tonguet? 
And without this Part of Learning 
how could Miniſters contradict and refute 


rice may give us, or detect the Errors ofthe 


pretend, are grounded on the Word ot 
god? ? Without Humane. Titerature, inge 


+3 * 


freak 


: | * 
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ot be able to gainſay em: Let none then 
D 8 


From what has been ſaid, it appears, that 
Knowledge, Skill, and Ability to teach 
others, is a neceſſary Qualification an thoſe 


muſt be committed. Give me Leave ta 
fy this further, that APTNESS to 
teach imports an Inclination and Wil- 
lugneſs in the Perſon ſo qualified to un 
dertake- the Work: This is: neceſſary in 


fobt thereof not by Conſtraint, but willingly, 
wt far filthy Lucre, but of a ready Mind. 
For this Reaſon: the Ondazrers:ſhould par- 


to take on him the Work of the Mihiſtry, 
whether he be moved of God or enclin d 
by the Holy Ghoſt to deſire the Office of 
a Biſhop. e 89 Bt ein: 

But to conclude this Head; à Man is 
never apt ta teach that has no good In- 
dination, Willingneſs to, nor Delight in 
the Work. We proceed now to the Third 
Nopotian, . l tte 


ul. That Perſons fitly qualified for. the 


: 
E 


Office 


f 


peak what they pleas' d, and we: ſhould” 


d&fpiſe this Sort of Furniture: in thoſe + 
who are Stewards of the Myſteries of God. 


to whom the Miniſtration of the Goſpel 


ul who enter the Miniſterial/Officez they 1 Pet. 3. 
uuſt feed the Flock of God, taking the Over⸗-⸗ - 


ticularly enquire intothe Indinations,'Wik- 
lingneſs and Motives inducing" the Perſon: _ 


Acts 14. 
23· 


Goſpel-Miniſter. In the Management of 
this Head, and for the better underſtand 


| < 26: * 
O nee in à folemn regular Manner. "This 
patting/into the Miniſtry is call'd in Scrip. 
tute Ordaiaing, as in Titus 1. 5. For 1 
Cauſe left I thee in Crete (ſays St. Paul) thy hac 
thou ſpguldſt ordain Elders in every City, i 
e. in every City put ſome qualified per. 
ſons into the Miniſterial Office: We read 
in the A&, that the Apoſtles ordain d El. 
ders in epery Church. And Ordination to 
the Miniftry is no more than a ſolemn 
appointing and ſeparating a Perſon that 
is tt for it, to that Holy Work, inveſting 
him with the OF:2 and Authority of 


ing this Matter, it may not be amiſs, | 

1. To eaquice, whoſe Right and By: 
ſineſs it is to Ocdain ; or by whom the 
Miniſtration of the Goſpel maſt Es com: 
mitted to' Faiehful Men. 

2. To ſhew in what Manner this is 0 
be done. And 1-20 
3. To evince che Neceflity of doig 
this. And the beſt Method we can take 
for Satisfaction about theſe Points, will b. 
to ſearch the Seriptures, and not to form 
our Notions by the Dict ites of Hum im 
Pradence, or follow them in our Practice 
when we have a more ſure Rule, che 
Word of God, to direck us. 

1. Firſt then, we ate to enquire hn 


Right a. Baſiaeſs it is to Ordain, £ 
wana com 


it the Miniftration of the Goſpel to 
— "Nod by eonfulting out Teſtuments, 

we ſhall find it beleng'd to thoſe who 

had the Office of Preaching the Goſpel, 
Þptizing, and of ruling in the Church 

of God. And there is good Reaſon for 

too, thoſe Ordinances being no leſs 
weighty than that of Ordination, or in- 

ferior to It. 

The A poſtles and Pribburtds were both 
Ls in this Work: That the Apo- 

les did Ordain, none deny; and St. Paal 
forms us that Timothy was ordain'd with 

he e laying on of the Hands of the Presby- 

y. This Prezbytery doubtleſs, did conſt 1 Tim. 4. 4 
# plurality of Elders, and is an unde- 1 1 
table Proof, that Elders did Ordain as 1 
gell as the "Apoſtles. And we find that Fi 
the Prophets and TEACH ERs did ſe- 0 
rate — ordain Barnabar and Sant do , j 
lat Work, whereunto the Holy Ghoſt 1, 2, 3. 10 
bad call'd them. Theſe Twe . are 9 
nough to ſatisfie any impartial Perſon, 
that to ordain fitting Men for the Work 
if the Miniſtry, belong d to Ellert or 
luchers, as well as to Apofttes, Prophets. 
nd Exaygelifts, And fince the Offices of [| 
ble were Extraordinary and Temporary, 1 
id long lince ceas d, it follows that the 
wer of Qrdaining is now the more pe- | 
ar COR aud Buſineſs of Prerlyters and | 4 
And what WN Reaſon Fs - 


* IL LY ths 


17 48 * 
be given 0 thoſe . entruſta 
with the Myſteries ot the Goſpel, the 
Care of Immortal Souls;; the governi 7 
the Church of Chriſt; ſhould: not be aig 
intruſted with the Power, of  ordainin 
others to ſucceed them? 
Againſt all this, it maybe objette 
That the Power, of Or dining 1 bel long 
70 Dioceſan Biſhops. 
But thoſe who aſſert this. would 0 
ul, Firſi to prove the Jus, Divinu 
that Order, diſtinct. and ſuperior to tha 
of Presbyters, and that the, Sori ptures hay 
| transfered the Right of, ORDAININ 
from the Presbyters to ſuch. Biſhops, Bi 
may not ſay, that thoſe ſacred Writing 
are ſo far from giving any .Evidend 
of their Diſtinction between Þ iſbaps al 
Eldersthat they afford unanſwerable M 
Suments, that the Office 2 Biſhops. 
Elder, is one and the ſame, that ff 
Names are uſed to ſigniſſe the lame Fel 
* Tins 1. ſons and Officers, in the Church, *.. þ 
i But I need not enlarge on this. ſind 
17, 28. tis 0 generally granted. by naprejudic 
Foil. 1. 1: Perſons, that in the. beginning c of Chri 
Dr. Pur: Religion, (as one expfeſſes it) Bit 
1e, f and Prights were no Two Aids ber bX 
Records, p Oe Office. Br. | Stillingflect- tells vs. 
223: pai Tung Canoniſts Who Were high amg 
3 zithe. Papiſts, for the 15 inet Order of 
8 


TY cPIſe@pacys * contels,, the Identity 


2e 


| . 00 290 | 
hs nd Eldets, in the Primitive 
Ctufch. Gruri- elaith, Sacro 'ordines 
iim us 2 Prestpntratumʒ Bos 
ders i folos, Eeoleſia primitiva Habuiſſẽ 
lieitur. And Johanes Semeca: Dicunt 
nien quod in Eccleſia prima-primitiva 
bm erat eiu Epiſc coporum Os Fa- 


wanted; that. the Primitive Church had 


fufical Hiſtory, and ancient Authors, (as 
that Doc or makes appear) than that the 
int Order, and —— of Biſhops 
| WPresbytets, Was an humane Inſtitution, 
Faddally introduce d into the Church, and 
tat” the Libetties and Rights of the 
pesbyters at frſt, were reſtrait'd only by 
utna! Conſent. 4 

But whether it de Jutifiable- ſo. to 
Change; afdiriew model the Order ſettled 
in the Church of God by Divine Autho- 
Ity,-1 very” much queſtion';-and whether 
ſich Alterations domt argue low Thoughts 
f the Wiſdom of God in theſe Sacred 
kfticarions + as if:we:\cou'd:itell better 
than the yr Legiſlator; what Me- 
thod and Order is moſt prudent. It is 


unity, Presbyteis had the Power of Or- 


Perſons: fit for. it: This Power and Au- 
„ on thority 


ident, that in the Beginning of .C * 


Gining;"or of putting into the Miniſtry, 


rtlot uin, G nomina erunt communi a. Tis 


por two Sacred Orders, Presbyters and 
Descons. Nothing is plainer from Ecole= 


* 


0h. 2. 


them of the 


3 thite onn Miniſters. 


thariey' they: had from Get: | hannot fe 


then, how any humane Laws can dive 


Right which Gad bas gin | 
em, or render their kev real Laval 
and elk: $3 >F. By wh 


Bus to AE dre 5 perl * 
abba againſt the Rights of Ro 
to Ordain, affirming, Thah #4. belong. ta 4 
Community, © : that every. particular Cha 


-:iThili ind is a very odd Conceit, 
Notion that has not the leaſt Colour a 
Scripture Precept, or Example, to farou 
it, and but a very ſmall Portion of Gadj 
Word pretended to ſapport it. Why 
they principally ground) their Opinia 
upon, is that Text in A, 14. 23. when 
it is ſaid, Xeroymwieurns due g, x 
%. Which in our Bibles: ig tranſlated; 
and when they had ordained theme Elde 
in every Church. But they fram the Sig 
nification of the Wotd , argue fo 
its being tranflated, when #hey hed 0 
dained Elders by ſuffrage, 74 hence ini 
the Peoples Policy af C way =" 94? as 
But this concicor is , for th 
Nie reed ge, the: Grecks, and a0 
cording to the Notation of the Werl 


{iznifie to chooſe by way: of fuffrage, ft 
'tis no Argume ar, that St: Lie uſes. it i 


that 


r 9 
N x g P * * 44 a 


„ 

wat ſtrict Senſe inthe: Text mention d, a8 
«ill appear from his Uſe of it in another 
ace 4 Ml (dp um mig ee; Tongs als nT% ev, A, 10. 
t unto the Witneſſes choſen, or foreappoint e 
f God : But ſuppoſe the Word ſhou d 
neceflarily be rendred chooſing, or ordain- 
ne by ſuffrage; yet it makes not in the 
galt. for their Purpoſe ; becauſe tis not 
te People, the Community that are ſaid, 
ewe, to chooſe and appoint by ſuffrage, 
at Paul and Barnabas. ' They, i. e. Paul 

1d Barnabas, who went to Derbe, and re- 
med again o Lyſtra, and to Iconium, and 
ntioch, confirming the Souls of ibe Diſ- 
per, when they had ordained them Elders 
every Church, and had prayed with faſting, 
they commended them to the Lord, on whon 
they believed, So that this Text they ſo 
mach depend on, is ſo far from ſuppor- 
ug, that it is a clear Confutation of 
their. Notion, becauſe it ſhews that Or- 
hining Elders belong to the Miniſters 
There is nothing in the Scriptures that 
intimates this Power ever given to the 
43s 6. 3. we may take Notice, that tho? 
the Choice of well qualified Perſons was 
eferr'd'to the People; yet the Ordaining 
nd appointing them to the Deaconſhip, 
the Apoſtles -feferrv'd to themſelves. 
ere fore brethren look- ye out among jou 


To ſeven 


; _ ART: 
ven mem of honeſt. report, full of the Hul 
Jak — dom, 86 5 dar | 4 1 
nua appoint over this buſineſs. So that 
hence we may infer, that if the Com. 
munity had not the Power of Ordaining 
Deacons, whoſe Office is inferior, then 
ſurely they have no Authority to Ordain 
Presbyters, whoſe Office is ſuperior; tho 
indeed it belongs to the People by a Na- 
tural Right, to chooſe which of the Or. 
dained Miniſters ſhall be their Paſtor; 
And if this their Liberty be maintaind 
and aſſerted, what. Cauſe: of Complaint 
have they from Miniſters Ordaining other 
en to ſucceed them in the Mini- 
We dont pretend, that the Perſons 
Ordain d by Presbyters have their Autho- 
rity and Commiſſion from them; No, 
That they have from Chriſt: We only 
ſay, we are Inſtruments of delivering the 
Commiſſion, and inveſting them with the 
Miniſterial Office and Authority, and that 
this is ordinarily neceſſaty to their per- 
forming the Work of an Elder in the 
Church of God, and that without this, 
they do not regularly enter the Mini- 

ſtry. But, | BIT [3% {4 N 

2. To ſhew in what Manner Perſons 
duly qualified, are to be put into the Mi- 
niſterial Oqce. If we follow the Ex- 
ample of Scrip:urs Ocdinations; this ay 
N ? 


7 13 7 

* by Faſting and prayer, with the 
Inpoſition-of Hands, Faſting and Prayer 
xe neceſſary, in regard of the great So- 
emnity and Importance of the Work, 
and all agree herein; but as fot the Im- 


- boftion of Hands, ſome reject it, theo- 
0 ee read of no Ordination in the Apoſtles 
in Tine perform'd without it. 


St, Paul us d this Rite in Ordaiding 
perlons to the Miniſtry; and ſince he was 


i guided by an Infallible Spirit, we have 
8 Reaſon to eſteem the Method agreeable to 
1 e Will of God, und cherrächn n 


ot to deviate from Woo; 

| As to what ſome may fe this 
ite's being uſed to other Purpoſes, as in 
lealing the Sick, in conveying extraordi- 
ary Gifts, and the like, it is no good 
bjection againſt the Uſe of it in Or- 
nation: For altho' thoſe extraordinary 
ſes of this Ceremony ceas d with thoſe 
traordinary Gifts, yet we cannot thence 
elude that the Ordinary Uſe of it in 
Idaining Men. to the Miniſtry ſhou'd 
aſe. Some oppoſe this Impoſition of 


5 linds, imagining it only us d in ſeripture 
£ "Wines at Ord ination, to confer on the Per- 
we Is Ordain'd the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt; 


Id that therefore, ſince this extraordi- 
ry Gift is ceas'd, this Rite is antic 


ons , and this Mole of IE _ 4 
Mi- 

| hid de be x &b:9 [4 
Ex. D But 


fices inthe Church, were generally ſup. 


: Prayer and the Impoſition of Hands, 


But L ond * — eee 
the Perſons ro be admitted to Holy Of. 


pos d to be ſufficiently: Furnifh'd with 
Giſts and Graces antecedent to the Lay. 
ing on of Hands, or the ſeparating 0 
em to ſuch Work; às we may collet 
from the Directions St; Paul gives to Ii. 
moby and Titus about this Affair. I wou'd 
alſo Aelre ſuch Perſons to conſider, whe 
ther Saul and Barnabas, and the Dez 
cons 'mention'd' by st. Like, were not 


Men'#!Fd with the Holy Ghoſt, and Wi | 
dom, before thoſe wlemn Separations offilf 4 
em to the Service of God, by Faſting an t 


Upon the whole, I cannot but thin 
the negleck of this Rite in Ordination, 
venturous Deviation from the Apoſtolic 
Practice. N. 

If it be enquir'd, bf. whit Uſe and Fig 
nification is this Rite in the Caſe befor 
us? Ianſwer, we have reaſon to thin 
it expreſſive of the ſolemn Def ignation 0 
the Perſon on whom Hands are laid, an 

to denote the ſeparating of him tot 
peculiar ſervice of God in the Work of tl 
Miniſtry, and the ſolemn Invocatingt 
bm. Preſence and Affiſtance to be wi 

I shall conclude this' Point with f 
Word: of the Reverend Dr, Stillingfillu 


Ck 


113 
the mo Poplar Uſe of this Impoſi- 

tion of Hands among the Jews, was in 
deſigning of apy. Perſons. tor * Pub- 
lick 52 0 oyment among them: Not as 


| confer "fy 8 upon the 2 
but with that Ceremony t 11 55 


that Authority upon them; which: were 
to this Purpoſe, Ecce ſis tu ordinatus; 
or Ego ordino te, or Sis tu ordinatuss 
o which they added (according to the. 
Authority they ordained them to) ſome- 
thing peculiarly expreſſing it. 
This Thing deſerves Conſideration, and 
boſe who uſe the Rite of impoſing Hands 
n Ordination, ſhould by ſome proper 
ords expreſs the Work the Perſon. ig 
ig to, and he Authority which by 
bat Ordination f is deliver' d to him. Oy 


3. To evince the Neceſſity of putting fit 
92 into the 0 1 f pu ing ft 
2 deſerih'd unto Jon. By this Ne- 

ty J do not mean that which is abſo- 
3 ; but that this Ordination to the Mini⸗ 
rial Function is neceſſary, where it may 


Ys by Virtue of Divine Precepts: 


in Elders, did t only * 


tho the bare Impoſition of Hands did 


had upon Scripture Terms. And tis thus | 


. this Ceremony, wits © 4 t Venic. p. 


* 7%. 


| thoſe Words whereby they did copfer .. 


| to Titus, that be ſhould or- Tit. 1. 5. 


(36) 


do the Thing commanded ; but as th 
Reaſon of that Precept is 65 2 larger Ex 
tent, the Obligation of it muſt be ſo too ane 
conſequently. a Warrant for Ordination i 
all ſucceeding Ages. And the Charge whi, 
St. Paul gives to Timothy in my Text, im 
plies and obliges a ſolemn inveſting 0 
fit Perſons with the Miniſterial Office 
5- And that Command of the Apoſtle, Ly, 
Hands ſuddenly on no man, ſhews thi 
Neceſſity of Ordination, as well as 0 
Care and Caution in the Ordainers. 
And may I not add, that the Pradiid 
of the Apoſtles and Presbyters, as to thi 
Matter doth oblige us ? 4 confeſs thatal 
the Actions of 'the Apoſtles, or Cuſtom 
of the Church in thoſe Days, are not t 
be imitated by us; but ſurely, where th 
Reaſons of an Apoſtolical Practice, 0 
of a Method us'd in Scripture Times, b 
Direction of God's Spirit are not ceasd 
that Practice, or Method, is to us an Ex 
ample which we are bound to follon 
And may it not be a Reaſon why v 
have no more Precepts about Ecclefiaſtic: 
Affairs, that the Practice of the Apoſtl: 
and Churches related in the New Tef# 
ment, ſhould be our Pattern, except whe 
the Reaſons of a Cuſtom do manifeſi 
ceaſe ? 
I might hy Further” that Ordination 
neceſſary to prevent ignorant, irreligion 


1 
unqualified Perſons intruding themſelves 
into this Sacred Office. Alas! If Men 
night take on them the Miniſtry, with⸗ 
out being examined as to their Fitneſs; 
ind ſolemnly appointed to the Work; "it 
whoſoever - would (tho? ever fo unfit) 
night become Preachers of the Goſpel, 
without any more ado than uſurping the 
Title of a Miniſter, where would be the 
Order of the Church 2 Where would. be 
the Diſt inction between Miniſters and Peo- 
pe? Who ſees not that ſuch a Notion 
opens a wide Door to all Manner of Gon- 
fuſion, Diſorder and Error? Such a Li- 
derty, ſuch irregular practices would ſoon 
mke the publick Service of God to. be 
abhorr'd, and expoſe the Souls of Men to 
innumerable. Miſchiefs : | Befides, if a re- 
gular Miſſion, or ordainipg to the Miniſtry .- 
; not neceffary, why did the Apoſtle 
ah How fuel they preach exergy fe) be Rom. 10. 
d Ne 
But the Neceſſity is 9 from the 
Nature of the Miniſterial Office. Mini- 
ſters are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, and Men 2 Cor. 58 
ſhould have Authority from Chriſt, a Di- 20. | 
vine Miſſion, before they ſhou'd dare to 
repreſent his Perſon, or to manage his 
Concernments. Miniſters. are Stewards; Tit. 1. 7. 
on I the Church is call'd e Org, The Houſe of 1T1m.3.4 
ou Gods and Miniſters are the G1x9V2 pot | Stewp= 

d, in this Houſe ; and tis not fitting 
D 3 any 


3. 11s 
hw mould 1 Office upon then 
are not called of God to it. The 
Apoſtle ſpeaking” 6f the Prieſt vod. in hi 
Heb. 5. 4. Epiſtle to the Hebrews, ſays; No Mar te 
he th this Offict fo himſelf; hut be that 3s cl 
led of God * And certainly, none ſhould 
1 take upon them the Office of the Goſpe 
bl Miniſtry without 4 Call from God, and 
1 Commiſſion for the Diſcharge of that hc 
[| nourable Employment! which Commiſſ 
| on is externally” deliver d in a Regula 
1 Ordination. 
It wou'd be well if our ignorant Ly 
j "Preachers conſider'd this; and wou'd no 
1 o before they are call 4, nor run befort 
4 t ey are ſept. And Ohl. that Peopfe 
| wouwd ſeriouſly think on thoſe Word 
4 Jer. 23. of God, I hive: not ſent "theſe Prophet! 
of es yer they ran, I have not ſpoken to'them, el 
_ they propheſied : T fent them mot, nor con 
 manded them, r krefore they Ball mot profi 
| this People at all, How can People ei 
Wl - _pe&'thar God will bleſs the Preaching o 
. | _ thoſe whom he wender Fete nor lol 
bu | te the Work Sh 


W. 7 ge "A p — OY is in 
6 2 on "thoſe to whom the Miniſtry 
the Goſpel 3s committed. The Work whid 
St. Paul mentions in my Text, is that ol 
Teschiuiz beſides which, it belongs 


their Office, to ad miniſter the mg 
an 


d- rule the Churches over. which - the 
Joly Ghoſt makes them Biſhops, , or-Over- 
FP An d here, Bu ee en um 


5 1 4 & 


| rlitte We ork is to Tack" 'ro/inftrat 


* 15 
thers in Things of Eternal Moment, 2 
eir Souls, | 
e-SCrip- .  - . 

wes, to, make kngwpthe Mind anc Will lof WP 
to Men. They muſt dilige ntly 
he. Goſpel ; teach bath in Table 45 in 
MHvate, take .eyery e ppprtu⸗ 
ty. 10 inſtructing thoſe under their, Care. 
My Brethren |, great Part of gur WorK 
to feed our Peo 8 with Spiritual Know- Jer. 3 15. 
gage and Underftanding g, We muſt, de- 
bs to them the whole Counſel of: God 
oth the Credend . and Agenda - WW. ih "muſt 
pt conceal any thing that i is nece! flar 
heir Edification, but teach th 2 7o obje 1 = 
N hinge , whatſoever Chraf hath command. 

N 07 10 oe of. 0 and 10 1 
oth Lew and Goſpel; and wem | 
Ithfully and boldly. We muſs Jpeak he Ezek. 2.7. 
ord unto ther, whether they will 4,20 ear, ar 
ether they will fear. 4 Neceſſit ity is Jai 1 Cor. 9. 
hou us, and, woe, unto. us if me preach. not * _ 
E Goſpel, And as this is our, Vork, ſo 
1 or be Our Delig ight: It ſhould be a 
eaſure to us to fd the Flock of Chriſt, 
o inſtruct the ignorant, to comfort the 
ſeble minded, and to ſupport the weak: 


4 And 


7 


chat concerns the Salvation. of tl 
e are to Open and explain f 


. = by 
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2 Tim. 2. themſelves, if God peradventure, will gin 


. 


2 Tim. 4. Words of the Apoſtle to Timothy, I chay 
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Mord, be | inſtant in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſi 


———.. ns 
And this we muſt do with all the Ten 
derneſs and Compaſſion imaginable; we 
maſt not be hot and fiety, angry an; 
wrathful, peeviſh and. fretful, but gentle 
to all Men, patiently bearing with th: 
Infirmities of thoſe we are to teach; ani 
in Meekneſs inſtructing thoſe that oppoſ 


the Truth, , © 


My Reverend Brethren in the Mini 
ſtry! we ſhou'd often call to Mind tho 


them Repentance, to the Acknowledgement, 


0 i F 


thee before God and the Lord Jeſus Chrif 
who fhall judge the quick and dead at hi 
appearing, and his Kingdom: Preach th 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long ſu 
fering and Doctrine. This awful Char 
ſhou'd make us exceeding. diligent an 
careful in our Work, that we make fu 
Proof of our Miniſtry, _ 
Before I leave this Head, it may 10 


be amiſs to remove an Objection whicWPr 
fome make againſt tan Part of our Off 


Tis ſaid, that the Office of Preachit 
* otight to be as in the Apoſtles Tint 
in common, when every one had 


© Right to exerciſe it: For, St. Paul fu v 
* poſes the Laity as much bound to ſpealia 
in their Religious Aſſemblies, as to Far 


(41 ) 
ſemble, making one the Reaſon for the 


bers for A he had ſaid, Let Low * 


on manner 0 rr 4 but e one 
* another : $7 Exhort one another dl, Heb. 3. 


one 7 ay "hoe et on b 75 x Theſ: 5. 
| Preaching or Propheſyino— And we find "*: 
the nile Church of” Jeruſalem al 2 FOR 
'turn'd Preachers; for hy Text faith, 

the Church was ſeatter 'd abroad, and they Acts 8. 

* who were ſcatter d preach d the Word : 80 14 

that there was a whole Army of Lay- 

' Preachers; and tis a Commendation 

given the Brethren, That many of em Phil. 1. 
ale the Word without fear. Rights of 14. 


the Chriſtian Church. P. 85 133. 


In Anſwer to this, I muſt beg Leave th 4. 
ſay, firſt, that, ſuppoſe. the "Office of 
Preaching was in common, in the 'Apoſtles 
Days, in the Beginning of Chriſtianity, 
for the more expeditions proſelyting Peo- 
ple of all Nations to the Chriſtian Reli- 
gon; it is no argument, that the Office | 
ought ſtill to be in common, becauſe 
what muſt be ſuppos'd the Reaſon of ſuch 
a Practice then, dath manifeſtly ceaſe, 

4 and conſequently the Obligation to fol 
Nv wy 


{ . 


(42) 
 lawiit. -. Secondly, The Scriptures the Ay 
_  .. 1 thor brings to ſapport his Aſſertion, de 

not make it appear, that the Office 0 
Preaching was in common in the Apoſtle 
Time, or that eve ry one had a Right tc 


do A A r 


Act appears from, comparing, the 2 5th Yer 
with the 23d, 26th, and 38th, that al 
the , Apoſtle. intends. here; is à Cautic 
againſt Apoſtatizing from the Chriſtia 
Faith to Judaiſinʒ and that to prevent thi 
they ſhon d mutually, encourage and pe 
ſwade gach. other to Perſevęrance; an 
this ſo much the more, as, t ey ſaw tl 
. Day of Vengeance upon the uabelicying at 
apaſtatizing-Jews approaching. . 


* 
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and thoſe Words; n - one: another 72 3+ 
uh, means no more than a mutual, ſes"? 
aus adviſing and admoniſhing eaeh N 
j our ſpiritual Concerns, as often as Oc 
aon requites and Opportunity offers, And 
niels our Author proves, that that Pre- 
certainly means, that every one 
510 publickly preach. the'Goſpet daily. 
i is no Argument for, the Practice he 
ys: was in the GS n ade 
continue. ei en 4 
And as impertine nt to his purpoſe i is; 
phat he quotes from the Epiſtle to the 
ſteſſalomiams, unleſs he cou d prove, that 1 Thel. 5. 
p edify one another did certainly ſiguiſie 
te publick preaching of the Goſpel. 
1d that there was no other way er pro 
noting each othefs Edifications 70: Ns 
And that, that Tesehing and Aumoniſb · Col. 3.16. 
g one anot ber, commanded by St. Paul in 
is Epiſtle to the Colſſi ans, is not by 
very ones publick preaching of the Goſ- 
x]; but on the contrary; in REHA ̊¹⁰ 
br and Spiritual Songs," willbe evi- 
3 to any Perſon that reads de able 
ler ſe. Ea tn #4: 711 2 SEI 
The Apoſite Indede au to the * 1 Cor. 14. 
lian g, ye may all propheſic ont by one e But 
bis dont mean that every individual 
briſtian at Corinth might perform the 
_ "Wie, but thoſe: only — had the Gifts 
J. were na- Te or Teuoßerr, 


(644) 
appoars from 1 Cor. 12. 29. '$0 that thi 
Text is no Proof, that the Office is lef 
in common, or thit every Mun in a Chri 
ſtiin Community has a Right, and ougb 
to preach the Goſpel. Neither the Apoſtle 
excepting Women from teaching pub 
lickly, argue the Right of every Curt 
ſtian Man to do it. 

In Auſwer to What is quoted: from 4* 
8. 1, 4 L would obſer ve Firſt, That tb 
Expreſſion may only figaifie many, or th 
greateſt Part, as will apbear if we con 

der the Word Al in Mat. 3. 5. Phil. 
21. Jab 11. 48. 1 Tin. 6. 10. and man 
- other Places. Sebondly, tho it is (aid 
that they who were ſeattered abroad preach 
the Work: we can't hence conclude, thi 
every one of "theſe ſcatter'd Chriſtia 
|  preach'd the Goſpel; for the Wome 
according to his on Notion," are ne 
included, who! yet might be the Mi 
Part of that” Number; and it cou'd 1 
bo ſaid of the ignorant and incapable, ( 
which'Sort doubtleſs; there were not fe 
among ſo many new Converts. The Co 
ſi leration of this will make it evident th 
we cannot infer from the Expreſſion, ho 
many, or ho of theſe perſecuted Chrilt 
ans perform d the Office of Preaching, C: 
tainly there was not ſuch a mighty Arn 
of Lay- Preachers as our Author Won 
ànave us believe: But beſides we are tc 
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( 45 * 
if theſe Preachers,” that the Hin of the das 11. 
10d wer with them,” The Power of God 
bled them to work Miracles, as an 
pidence” of their Divine Miſſion to the 
Work; and for the Confirmation of the 
Goſpel they preached.” Now all ſuch as 
theſe' we ſhall own have a Right to exer- 
dle the Office of Preaching; but this is 
no Argument that the Work is left in 
common, or that every one hath a Right 
(0 perform It. 

And tis but a very odd 1 that 
tecanſe many of the Brethren waxing 
confident, by the Apoſtle's Bonds, were 
the more bold to ſpeak the Word with⸗ 
out Fear, therefore the Office of Preaching | 
z in common, and every one hath a Right 
to it. The Proof of this Conſequencewill 
be very difficult, eſpecially conſidering 
that the Word Brei hien, in other Places 
of the Scripture ſi onifies Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, diſtin& from the Community, as 
Cor. 8. 23. and elſewhere. Indeed, if 
Brethren did always certainly mean the 
Lity, in Contradiſtinction to Miniſters, 
ther there might be ſome Colour for ſay- 
ung, the Office of Preaching was not ap- 
propriated to the Clergy in the Apoſtles 
Time :* But ſince it doth not ſo, the In- 
rence is altogether groundleſs. : 

A little ſober Confideration of our Au- 
wors Notion will difcover 1 its Weakneſs : : 

For 
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For can we ſuppoſe every one in a Chi 
ſtian Society capable of preachipg thy 
Goſpel ? If not, ſurely the Work ongh 
not to be left in common ! Is every on 
ſufficiently inſtructed and qualified fo 
performing this Office? If ſo, doubtle 
then no Need of -publick Teaching, c 
Preaching. - By this Time I hope it ap 
pears; that this new Objection has nc 
Foundation in the Word of God: There 


fore we proceed, 


og 
n 


2. It belongs to their Office to admin 
ſter the Holy Sacraments.” As they my 
uſe the greateſt Care and Diligence i 
teaching, ſo the greateſt Seriouſneſs and 
Devotion in adminiſtring theſe golemni 
ties of the Chriſtian Religion. 
But all that I ſhall, do under this Parti 
cular, will be to remove Two Objection 
which are made againſt this Part of ou 
Miner. dt ont Conn 
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Oijeß. 1. It is ſaid; That Baptiz ing ir not the | 
culiar Work of Mimiſters, but that the Lai 

ty mag es well perform it: That the Com 

Mat, 21, mand given to the. Apoſtles don't exclyd 
19, en That St. Peter did not Baptixe Cor 
nelius and bis Honſhold himſelf, but onl 
Ads 10. commanded it; which muſt be performs 
48. by ſome of the Brethren, en Text 


Ver. 23. © ſaith, There were none wi ERP A 
: 0 


a. 4 lat 
451 certain Brethren : So tbat here even 
lumen baptiz'd - And there mere great 


weachino were baptix d; mbich if done b 
, could. be hy no other Rage Hi 
pbat was common to all Chriſtians, be- 
unſe wo ſuch Power was included in his 
Commiſſion of looking a a the Poor: and 
was that An whic aeg d him 
om ot her Chriſtians. And as it was 4 


of the Gentiles, ſo he declares he was 
[not ſent by Chriſt to baptize, but to 
preach. And when the Three Thouſand 
were converted, and added to the Church 
the ſame Day, the Apoſtles alone cou d 
wt batpize, in ſo ſhort a Time, ſo many, 


into the Water, with the Perſon to be bap- 
tis d, and waſhing him all over. Rights 
o the Chriſtian n 155 8937 136, 


7. i 


In Anſwer to this, may Þ not affirm? 


l. That the Chmibn given to the 
Apoſtles and Diſciples. for Freaching and 
laptizing, cou'd convey to the Lazty no 
Right of performing either of theſe OHh- 


nd Right only to thoſe to whom it is 
den, and conſequentiy others muſt be 


Numbers in Samaria, who upon Philip's Ads 8.12. 


Flayman who baptiz'd the great Apoſtle A8 9.18. 


x Cor, 17. 


onflering the W ay then was going down 


des; for a Commiſſion conveys a Power 


EX 


Anſe. | 


. 
excluded. And it is to no Purpoſe t 
ſay the Command doth not exclude em 
unlels he can prove it was given equal 
to all: But tis manifeſt, that the Con 
mand of Teaching excludes the Perſot 
who are to be taught from performing thi 
Office, and with as much Reaſon, fron 
Baptizing. CE TO TO 

The Author's Argument from As 1 
48. is by no means Concluſive; it is ſaid 
indeed, that St. Peter commanded then 
be Baptized, i. e. in other words, orderet 
that they ſhou'd receive Holy Baptiſm 
The Expreſſion ſhews who were to be th; 
Recipients of that Sacrament, but doe 
not in the leaſt determine who wen 
the Agents in adminiſtring that Ordi 
nance: To fay the Apoſtle. commandec 
them to be baptiz'd, and therefore he did 
not baptize them himſelf, is a Conſe 
quence not ſo eaſily prov'd as aſſerted 
his performing that Office himſelf being 
very conſiſtent with that Command. II 
not ſaid, he commanded them to be bap 
_ tiz'd by the Brethren ; but ſuppoſing the) 
were baptiz d by thoſe Brethren whe 
came with St. Peter, tis no ſmall Difficulty 
ro make it appear that thoſe Brethren 
were Laymen; and yet this is neceſlary 
to ſapport his Objectioe. 
And I may add, that his Argument 
from Philip's Baptizing, can never prof 

| | the 


e 
* Right of e perform this Of. 
c unleſe NY did Baptize under the 
nter of a D,man TO fay, hercon'd? 
rt by no other Right than What wag 
nom to zall ; Chriſtiaus becauſe no 
ih power was included in his Commiſ- 855 
U of EN after the Poor, is very. | 
pertinent; [unleſs no other: Commiſo 
cou be afterwards given himg nor 
advanc'd! to an higher: Office cin the 
lurch. But that Philip was no Layman, 
t promoted frotn his Deatonſhip to be 
lligiſter of the Goſpel, will ha > tao 
any who 2 halt» impartiallyoeonſider 
v8. 13. The Miracles and Signs which 
* wrought by him, to the Wonder of 
that attended his Miniſtty, are a 
dient Feſtimoiny, that he was) furni- 
und ſent of God to the Work he per- 
nd, and ſhe d, that he had ag higher 
* ion than barely of looking es 
"I poor. Tis ſundeniable,, chat Philip, 
Vat firſt a Deacon, was afterwards an 
iugeliſt; Which is enough to ſatisſie 4%. 21. 
Cönfiderate Perſon, that his Infer- 8. 
is falſe, and that Philips Deaconſhip 105 
not that alone which Angie d 
from other Chriſtians. 
Ind what our Author days concerning 
vis's Baptizing St. Paul, is no manner 
yidence of what he objects to us. For 
was cettain, that Ani was no 

E Mini- 


: 
— 


1 Cort. 1. 
17. 4 


Apoſtle; yet it Will not follow that il 


Ads 5,17. Damaſcus, ſaying, Brother Saul, the. 


dentials that Ananias had a Divine Mill 
to the Work he perform d: Now when! 


ſent of God to this Work, we will e 


_ the Goſpel; is a very remote Argument 


7 


7s = 
Miviſter: of the Goſpel, and yet that 
Baptiz d the Apoſtle, thich is not ſo v. 
plain and indubitables Nay] by his on 
Argument, he did not perform this Off 
for ht! commanded ' Saul to be baptiꝛ d! 
St. Peter commanded Cornelius wt his Hm 
Bold e I. ſaxzoif it was bver ſo plain th 
Anuuias Was à Layman” and baptiz d t 


Office of Baptizing is left in comme 
or that every Lapman hath a Right u 
to it: Fe dete e Hado a particular a 
extraordinaty Warrant for what he d 
in r to St. Paul, as appears fr 
91 to, ad: 16. And that this 1 
N might be well affur'd he was { 
to him by the Lord, Aranzas' mentic 
1 had hapned to him in his Way 


(even'' Jeſus that appeur d unto thee in 
May at thun łameſt.) And beſides this, 
miraculous! reſtoring of his Sight, the ( 
of the Holy Choſt, were unqueſtionable 


8 — n — 2 3 — — Kr „ — 


— 
3 


OED 


Perſon can make it appear that they 


they have a Right unto it; but then 
are no longer L n. 

And St. Paul's telling the Corinth 
0 hriſt ſent him not to baptize, but to pr 
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te Rig he of Lannen to bir ntize. * 140 
Meaning of the "Apoſtle's Words.is, that | 
ou reaching, and not Baptizing, was the 
keeMhrincipal Part of the Work he'was ent to: 333 
And how the Right of Laymes, to. ptize owt 
follows from this, is not very. obvic us. 
And laſtly, that Three Thouſand being 
huptiz'd. in. one Day is no vidence tha 1 
at ii Lynen did perform the Work, will a apr 
5g if we confider that the Autt or's 
t 1 Wc Mode of Baptizing can 7 9 Þ 
prov'd the practice ef the Apoltle's Time, - 
nd that we 'have many Reaſons on che Fd 
contrary to believe Baptiſm ain 3 
s by ſprinkling. by which Mctho1- 1 
Three Thouſand: might be date BREE 
ntiq dne Apoſtle, and in one Day }f s the. 45 
wee were ſyn bolically. N by y Moſes 
with the 1 85 ing of the. Vater e of | 15 Ws Num. 8. 74 
in tifying. cf 1 it was. not dope in 1s 
Manner, 1580 it follo s not 4 they were 
he 0 Lymen who did i it. 7 hag Ann i 


ith 


Mü it is alſo ed by ade That 40 Odi. 2. 


nen! niniſtring the In $-Supper. is wu Part 4 
7 He peculiar | Work of of 4 22 OE] 11 
1111 C | 


en ii In Mate to "this 1 may. eee m dnſs. 


Who it be not (aid DA em perbit tha 
»thiYMiniſters' of the Goſpel, "and. they only 1 


to pn all adminiſter the Holy Euchariſt, yet 
ment tis wo Argument that this Work is not 


E 2 Pr 


(52 5 : 

1 to * fince w hor enoys 
the Scriptures, without | fy \ Particl 
E Expreſſions, to put the TÞ! beyond all 
Doubt. . Paul tells Fa phefrans, that 
Eph. 4. 12. Paſtors « are efven fo s the Wark x the ini 
9 4 te e bis the 1y,. 2, e. the 

C: hurc ERA, : Which lies ever that 
tion of t hoſe de 


by ion of Iriſtians, be lone to Mi 
of 56 00 wo Lk, 


ſters; ec Nc 
99 8 1 5 


Supper N 48 ; ftituted f 0 
Sr ng of it m ecu 

Tar Work © f Mibiftets. | % WH 10 5 
Afs 20. Jas 871 the Elders to feed ce 


odd, and St. Peter gives the lame Precept 
Be J 555 is nol! 105 ſatisfie any impartial 
Perf, ſon, that *tis the proper Work of Pa 


ſtors to leſter what Chril the great 
Shep herd hath” inſtitnted as F god for hi 
Plock and conſequently, Face. our Bleſſed 
Saviour provided this Suppe as. Food fa 
his Church and Peo ple, 70 their Spiri 
tual de the pg 50 Growth, i in Grace 

0 Pl mu ſt be th aſtor's, Bu gels t to exhibit 

it unto the Flock. ng way I. not fa 
this farther, that as there is nothing in the 

| Scriptures-to, prove this Work left in com 
mon, ſo neither the Light of Nature, 
nor the Rules of Decency, and Order, al 
Joy i it eh id Abe o. | 
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4. 2 Part of bis Worb t Wo on m 
the Miniſtry of the Goſpel is committed, 
b the Exerciſe of Diſcipline.“ The Pow+: 
tr of Ruling, as well as of Teaching. is 
en to the orda ind; and SH Par e 


u 


d all 
that 


175 


Nees 
Edi 


lini: 
ord 
ole 


rc 


ut of our Buſineſs to preſide over ad 
wrern the Church of Chriſt, not indeed 
wording to our own Wills, but the Rille 
the Goſpel ʒ not with Rigour, but with 
nity and Mildneſs. This Diſcipline is 
be exertis d in ordering Eccleſiaſtical 


depth eckeirs ſo as will be moſt for God's Glo- 
ti and the Churches Benefit; as likewiſe 
f Pa dexecuting the Laws of Chriſt, for the 
eieliming evil Doers, and for the pu- 


r bi 
eſſe t 
J fq 
pitt 
[ace 
hibit 
1 
1 the 


iſhing obſtinate, impenitent Offenders. 


d with great Wiſdom and Diſcretion: 
e muſt not demean our ſelves as Lords 
ner God's Heritage, but conſider as the 


kople): ſo they ate not to be treated with 


, a 
duty, and do this too with Prudence and 
gentlehels: We are not to drive and 
pmpel, but to guide and lead our peo- 


E 3 ple, 


Ano 


bt this Power uf Government muſt be 


nolence and Imperiouſneſs, as if our 
rbitrary Dictates muſt be their Law: 
oz we muſt require nothing but what 
be Laws of God nianifeſtly make their 


borts hat the Elders who: rule well ſhonld Tim. 5. 
hk counted” worthy: of double Honour. Tis?” 


urch is God's" Heritage, (his peculiar 1H. 5.5. 
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ple, and be Examples to the Flock, 28 
ecomes Perſons of our Holy Character 
and Profeſſion. But I will add no more 
under this Head, leaving it to my Re. 
verend Brother who is to give the Charge. 
et before I ſpeak to the next Propoſition 
it may not be improper to anſwer what 
is objected againſt this Part of a Miniſter; 
Office. 20; e 5 ; 1 00 71 8 


q 3s "SOME 
bj. r. Ii 


l 


1, That all Things relating to 
Decency, Order, Peace, Edification, the 
*. Suppreſſion of Scripture-Schiſms, or any 
other Point of Diſcipline, belong'd to 
+ Cor. 5. the People: That, as God i to judge 
12, 13. *#hoſe without, ſo they are to judge tboſ 
* within : Tis they, as the Apoſtle tells 
Ver. 7.13, the People of Corinth, who are to purgt 
- *. the old Leaven, and to put away the 

* wicked Perſon And therefore he blame: 
* them for not cenſuring, when they were 
* gather d together, the inceſtuous Corinthi 
anz; Which Cenſure of theirs, he after 
2 Cor. 2. wards calls the Puniſhment inflicted 
&  * the many. And as the Brethren, the i 
Gal. 6. 1, © ritual Brethren, are to reſtore one taken 1 
1 Theſ. 5. 4 Fault 4 ſo they are to warn the unruly 
14, 15. * and to ſee that none render evil for evil 
Rom, 16:* and to mark thoſe who cauſe Offences, au 
1 Cor. 3. avoid them; and not to beep Company wil 
11: #* @ Brother that's covetons,/ or & Drunk 
Pg bis of 4nd 46 
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he Chriſtian Church. 7. 155 * 157. „ 
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u Anſwer 18 this f may obferve, 1. Ah. 5 
That the Apoſt les fayi ing to the Corinthi- ee "0 
dts, Do, not Je Jualge Wc; that. are it hin. "ing _ 5. 


ge. re w 
be an at the utrn jolt; mean no more than _—_  - 1] 
hat 59 Right of heating the Examination | 
ers Me thoſe evil Fats, which arly Perfon be- 

bnging | to theit” Body may be charged 


ruh; and as our Jr, judge them puil- 

or not guilty, a tc the Fulnels, 

« Inſufficiency. of the Evidence. 
But the rwing 1 in ſuch Afſembl ies, the 4 

pronouncing, Eccleſtaſtical Cenſutes, cat | 

e hence prov'd the peoples: Righ t: ; For 5 

ſuppoſe the Thing undetermin'd by God? 1 

Vord, yet the Light of Nature, common 

feafon and Senſe, diftate 0 that 


„nnn 


12 20 Wi the Ae 8 
mnavoidable-: And ſince this latter 85 
b Eccleſiaſtical Difcipline) cannot | e ex- 
ercis'd by the Multitude, to be ſure it 
don't belong to their Management. 
And I may boldly ſay, that the Peoples 
Liberty of THUS fading the offending 
Members of their Soctety, 1 is no Argument 
a all Things relating to Decency, Or- 


"4 der, 
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© Yar 5. ſuch an one to Sat ar * 
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der, desc f 5 . 1% Sopprclfen 
of Scrip e-Schiſms, or ks other Part of 


Diſcipline, b ongs toe 
And gk 5 I he's 


1 Cor, 7, ref] ns Purge. ike the Md fl 

Ur Leaven; | from. #210Ng, ng. your ſelves TR, On 
wic fte 45 f # the they may argue the 
People 0 in the excluding notor 
ous O 5 nders. from their Community, and 
that '<3<Qing ſuch muſt” be with thei 


Judgment and Conſent, yet they neithe 
determine, the Method of Procedure, no 
who are to 


prefide i in ſuch Matters, and 
 Pronounce ihe Cenſures, and therefore de 

not prove the Thing our Author pleads 

z Cor. 2. for. And thoſe Words, he Puriſbmen 
ö which © Was in flicted of, many do not clea 
his Notion, ſince [was inflied] is not i 

the Original; and therefore no more car 

be concluded than that the Puniſhment was 
inflicted with the Conſent of the Church 

And may it not be ſaid, that the Corinthi 

aus in ejecking the inceſtuous Perſon, on 

ly executed, by Virtue of a particula 
Command, the Sentence which St. Pa 

had before paſſed? conſidering the Apo 

file tells them, that he, as preſent in Spiri 

had judged already concerning him that 

had 4058 this Deed: 1 that therefore 

I Con. j. 4. in the Name of of the 1003 efas, when thi 
"were gat her a A gether W th bs Spirit, ſup 
hy ing his Abſence, th they ſhon'd delivn 


1 chen thc Air N 


And 
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And that becaafe che Spifltual Pre. 
fren among the Galatiaus ate exhorted 

1 reſtore one taken in 4 Fault, therefore all Gal. 6, 1. 
things relating to Decency, Order, Ge. 

belongs to the People, is a Conſequence 

which doth not fo, very plainly follow 5 
E Bucher Adteeedcnt® Eßer on. 
fdering that if the Phraſe, you that are | 


ritual, don't fignifie Miniſters, the Oo- Ya. 


rernours of the Church, as ſome under- f. 
tand it ; yet at leaſt it muſt import per- 
ſons diſtinguiſed from the Generality of 
Chriſtians, by ſome Spiritual Gifts and 
accompliſhments z and therefore no Proof 
hat the Power of Diſcipline belongs to 
nnn 

That the Advice of the Apoſtle in his . ner. 3. 
Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians, will bear no 14, 13. 
ach Tnference as our Author dràws from 

It, will be evident, if we conſider, 1. 

That there were Miniſters, who labour'd 


wong them, and were ſet over them in 
in the Lord, to admoniſh them, and that 
ts no ſtrange, or uncommon Tranſition, 
when St. Paul had acquainted the People 
vith their Duty towards their Miniſters, 

to remind the Miniſters of their Duty to- 
wards the People, and therefore not fo 

ally prov'd that the Brethren, to whom 

the Exhortation was given, were not the 
ders, but * 58 1 | 1 yet is 
 Wicceflary to ſupport his Aﬀertion. 2. 
hf oppor bi Anion. 2 


ben who cauſe 
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That ſappoſe ch Apoſtle, i in the place 

cited, dises himſelf to the Lay-Brethren, 

*tis neceſſary that the Author proves, 

that what he requires of em are Acts of 
Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, and not private 
Duties, incumbent on Chriſtians in their 

Rom. 16. Converſation one with another : St. Paul, 
17. indeed, adviſeth Chriſtians. to obſerve 
Offences, not in order to 
their Puniſhment, but to the avoiding en, 

an! He alſo forbids any Intimacy, or Famil. 
arity with ſcandalous Chriſtians, as For: 

1 Cor. 5. cators, Cove tous Perſons, Lol aters, Railers, 
11. Drunkards, Extortioners, and ſuch like: 
but whether it follows hence, that all 
things relating to Decency, Order, Edi 
fication, the ſuppreſſion of Scripture: 
Schiſms, or any other Point of Diſcipline, 
belongs to the People, I leave to the in 
partial Reader to judge. 1 


It is pleaded that our Proofs of} 
Miniſterial Authority are inſufficient, that 
x Thel. 5, the Phraſes we urge are ſuch as, Kun 
12. them who labour among you, and are you 

1 Leaders in tbe Lord, or as we tranſlate 
Heb. 13. Cit. are over you. in the Lord; Or, Re 
_ x member. your Guides who have ſpoken 

< you the Word of the Lord; or be per 
Ver. 17. ee by your Sites ja 1 7 we render 
D Obey theſe which have the Rule over 50 


< che the Word en as often as f 
occurs 


OBj. 2. 
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F bt 59 R | 
:gcciars, is never tranſlated ſo in any 
other Place. And tio“ tis ſaid in the 
ifme Verſe, ſubmit ta them ʒ yet: ſo are 


ſalhect one to another. en of the Chri- 
an Church, p. 166. 


fit place take notice, that if our Au- 


potts Obedience, it laying an Obligati- 


tire Expreſſions as low as he can, yet 


who officiate in the Goſpel Miniſtry,. as 
mes fv" ves. Tis Ai,, Elders of the 0 Burch, 


Poſtore, Teachers iu, Overſeers, Stew- 


Author, viz. your Leaders in the Lord, your 
Guides, &. plainly denote the Perſons 
ſpoken. of, diſtinguiſh'd. from the Com- 
munity, and inveſted with a Power of 
Diſcipline z without which they. are not 
capable of performing the Offices i impor- 
ted in thoſe Words, What an uſeleſs, 

odd thing is a Leader, a Commander, a 
dteward without Authority ?aPaſtor with- 
out Rule in his Flock? a Teacher with- 


thor's Tranſlation of thoſe Words w/v 
me ny cus vg bud, be the more proper, yet 
the Apoſtle's Command undeniably im 


on on People to comply with the In- 
ſructions, and to do the Things they are 
taught by their Spiritual Guides: Let the 
Author bring down the ſenſe of Scrip- 


theſe Titles, which are given to thoſe * 


«ds; even thoſe-animadverted on by our 


the 'Tounger bid to do ro the Elder: Nay, 1 Pet. 5. 
{which is — all are eommanded toe? 


ln Anſwer to this, I wou d, 1 in Anſu. 2 


| 0 6% * IT; 
out Diſcipline?! But as thoſe Titles figni- 
flies Work to be done, ſo they impon 
, ſuitable Authority, 1a 
Ad tis a great Miſtake 6f the Atithor, 
that the Word mien as often as it oc- 
curs, is never in any Other Place tr an- 
llated to Obey; as will appear from ſevetil 
Gal. 3. 1. Texts: Tis d. kita (th! agel ad weiche 
is rendred, who hath bewitohed you; that yo 
Gal. 5. 7. ſhoulal not 15 the Trath 2: Tis Suds Evicls 4 
ane ei who did: hinder. Jou, that Jo 
ſhould not obey the Truth? Miny other In 
ſtances might be produc d. Oar Lexicon 
inform us chat ran With a Dative Caſe; 
ſigniſies Obedio, Paren; And may I. tell out 
Author, that as the Word is uſed to this 
Senſe by the ſacred; ſo by profane Wri. 


* Tſocrat. ters. SOROS * dec ang; Homer 
Orat. aa | 

Demonic. 3 nag. 4e BY W. ok wy . | 

I Homer | ACE mis Tor Nef n TH S alt 
Hiad. r. Ha % mac — 8. dus , 


RN 2 nn et tes de Hehe Ui 1 
1 


3 3+ 
** P24 RIA * 


V. 5.5. Aud a8 to che ren which he cites fron 
St. Peter, I muſt beg leave to fay, he wil 
find it 020 difficult to prove it directed 
to the Laity, and that it is not a Con- 
tinuation of the Apoſtle's Advice to the 
Presbytets. I. may further add, that tho 
Sub miſſeon, 5. e. an humble courteous Car 
riage, be -requir'd of Chriſtians one to 
wards another; yet tis no good Objection 
againſt their Daty of obeying tlicir 1 

_ +» 2 itua 


| 10 « 61 * * 
+n21 Guides; there being a manifeſt Dif- 
ference; bet een the. Subjection which is 
(ue: from. one ivate Chriſtian towards 
other, and that which is requir'd from 
the People to the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
u the. Nature of the T 15 ſbews: Be- 
fes, a bare Command bein oy et 
ue ta another 1 1 of been. "= 
ft, I na * Regan 00. wary (er .Obe- 
deR Was dug 9 the 
Church, than 10 dene Quitians.. = 
re being ſuch, particular, | and (expreſs 
yjantzons given | People. of, obeying 
hein Guides, Elders, Oe: 10 very ap- 
het mars is dus to. Miniſters by 
Mine 29 Y han Our. wen or W 
5 Writer 


a 

Bande 

has 7 Belt I e We ſhall. Pro- | 
er Hike Wl Proppſng ene 1 ö 


tho, 10 T to tbem in 
In ſpeaking to this, I ſhall 

nd, han briefly) on Two 

* may. b be argued from a 1 
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„ Thit” tis ; chad be to receive e 
5 rs Inſtructions, and to ' obey then 
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11 That it is the Pebple's Duty cord 
any to love and 15 dect their "Miniſter 
oy we may learn ffom'St. Pat's Exhor 

n to che Theſſtlonidnr'; We beeſerch jy 
Breck eñ (faith the Aj te)! fo Know they 
which labour among you, and are over you ij 
the Lord, and ad moniſh Jon, and 10 eftee 
| Tak "ery * hig bly — Love, 4 for their Mor 
"Aid truly Sirs,” without a real Af 
2 and Ar, Natel for your Mini 


ſtets, tis not likely you will regard thei 
Counſels, or profit 1 their Teaching 
When Perſons are prejudie'd; or have by 
mean Thoughts of their Miniſters, and 


flender Value for them, tis not to bt 

imigitd they will regard their Admont 

tions, or improve by their Labours. Lon 
and Ref pect for your Miniſters is nereſſa 
ry to your” profiting by them: And you 
maſt love them, not only as they art 
good Men, but as they are Men of God 
mereifully ſent to eadeavour the everla 

ing Welfare of your Souls, and to guid 
you iu the Way to Eternal Life and Salva 
tion. Toa muſt honour them as being 
Chriſts Anbiffidors, as repteſenting you 
Neger 21's Per ſon, as coming to you " 
t 0 
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he WR Tidings of Peace; 25 | offering 5 
pardon to all Believing, Penitent Sinners: 
Jou muſt eſteem and love them for their 
work ſake. Miniſters are ſent to endea- 
your your Converſion and Sanctification: 
The End of all their Pains and. Labour, 
their Induſtry and Diligence, in private and 
poblick, is the Good of your Souls, that 
if it may pleaſe God, they may be the 
Means of promoting:your-Eternat:Felici- : 
ty; and therefore you ſhould love the. 
Conſider, Me preach not our ſelves, but 2 Cor. “ 
Jeſus Chriſt the Lord, and aur ſelves your 5* 5 
ſervant s for Feſus's ſake. ' Our Work ang 
Buſineſs is to ſerve the Intereſt of. your _ 
Souls; ſurely, then we may * * 
in een Affectionas 
e | 
2. That tis the peoples Duty t to receive 1 
their Miniſter's dpſtrudions, and to ny "Re 
them. ee COURT By 
Sirs, you muſt "fumly 3 the Bo- | 
arines they deliver, and perform the ho- 
y Duties which they teach you-from the 
Word of God, In vain do Miniſters teach, Oe 
if the People. don't regard their Inſtructi- 
ons and Practice aecordingly; 3 and in vain 
are Miniſters made Rulers of the Church. 
il its Members are not to obey. Conſi- 
der the Apoſtle's Command, Obey. them Heb. 13. 1 
that have the Rule over you, "and ſubmit 7 
your ſelves. as their Doctrine; Fr 
Ts [ 
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firſt (like the Noble Beredu) examining 
whether it be accurding 10 the Scripture, 
Submit to their Diſcipline ſo far as tis ex. 
-ercis'd apreeably to the Goſpel Rule. But 
I have not Time to enlarge : 'Remembes 
then that have the "Rule ober jou, who habe 
polen to you'the Word of God; wboſe Faith 
follow, tonſtdering the end of their Cover. 
ation. een 4 1h 
I will now conelude all with one Word 
of Advice to Miniſters ʒ and let us, my 
Reverend Brethren, with the greateſt Se- 
6: ey ge Induſtry, diſcharge our 83. 
cred Office, giving no\Offence in any thing, 
#hat the Mein bo not Hamed, bite Wa 
things approting our ſelves at Manifters of 


| God, by Pureneſs, by Nuo e, 'by long 

2 Cor. 6. ſufftring, by Kindneſs, the Holy Gi 
3.0 7: by Love unfeigned, by the Wort of Truth, 
: by" the! Power. of God, | by *the\| Armour of 
Righteouſneſs on the right Hand, and on 

the left by Honour and Difhowont, by evil 

ane good Report. Let us ſpeak the Things 
which become ſound Doltrine 5 in all things 
ſhewing our ſelves Patteru of good Works ; 

in Doctrine ſhwing- Uurorruptneſt, Gra- 
condemned, that 'be' that in of the' contrary 

' Part-may'be aſhamed; having ub evil thing 

— — to ſay of ns. base 15 een A | 
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